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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Nowadays, we are passing through an era of transition from analog to
digital format. Most valuable information is either digitally born or digitized which require digital
preservation to ensure their safety and survival for long-term maintenance and access for posterity.
Several web preservation programs have been launched around the world, each of which having its
own properties and area of activities in line with policies and goals of the user organization. The
present study aimed to explore the activities and properties of the existing top web preservation
projects and programs in terms of their time coverage, scopes of preservation, and types of resources
preserved, access models and authorized users.

Methodology: A documentary method was used to identify and analyze the relevant available literature
such as papers, handbooks, web sites, etc. The programs’ people-in-charge were also questioned via
a short questionnaire sent by Email. Top web preservation programs and projects were identified
using Google Search, as well as analyzing the program interfaces and documents, directories and the
related literature. After being verified and filtered, 61 top programs were selected to be studied.

Findings: The verification of the launching dates of the programs revealed that “Internet Archive” is the
oldest one dating back to 1996. Most recent programs were “Anarchism Web Archive” and “Web
Harvesting Project of the German National Library”, of which the first was subject specific while the
other was that of a specific nationality. While some programs cover a global scope as wide as the web,

some others limit their borders to web resources published in a specific country, region, subject,
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organization, and/or document type. The first and oldest digital preservation program, i.e. “Internet
Archive” has selected to cover the world-wide web as its preservation scope, thus its time coverage
goes back to as far as 1996. For some programs, the time coverage is very limited and covers 2-9 years
prior to their launching dates; examples are: “The Cyber Cemetery”, “LAC (Electronic Collection of
Library and Archives Canada)” and “Portuguese Web Archive”. However, these programs are
apparently depending on macro programs such as “Internet Archive” for the web resources published
prior to their launching dates. It was also revealed that 50% of these programs run at national level
and 134 % cover a specific subject. Politics, Culture, Religion, Science, Economy, Slavery,
Government, Anarchism, Human Rights, Social Issues, Computer and Information Science are
among the subjects that are most frequently dealt with by the programs. Some programs selected only
one or two document types while others covered a combination of document types for preservation.
Access to the archived version of the preserved documents ranges on a continuum from fully open,
through semi-open to restricted access. Of all the programs the majority (39.1%) apply a full open
access model; next comes those adhering to a restricted access model (23/9%). The semi-open access
model had the least frequency (6.7%). Some programs offer their services to people throughout the
world and do not limit themselves to specific users (6.3%) of which a prominent example is the
“Internet Archive” that is open to all users around the globe. For some other programs (15.2%), access
is restricted just for authorized users; for example, “Web Harvesting Project of the German National
Library” and “AOLA (Austrian Online Archive)” are limited to students and researchers.
Discussion: The results of the present study revealed that the importance of web preservation is duly
recognized all over the world so that a wide range of countries are found to be engaged in this
endeavor. The programs under study can be classified into two main groups including R&D related
and operational ones. Most of them are found to have chosen their national domains for
preservation; this results in the perseveration of all document types in almost all subjects available in
their cyberspaces. There are also many programs found to provide open access to the preserved

contents for all kinds of users throughout the world.
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Table 2. Scope of Preservation
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Table 4. Models of access to the preserved documents
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