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Abstract

Background and Objectives: A public library is a non-profit library, which is maintained for public use and
funded by the government or the public sources. Unlike other libraries, public library satisfies general public
information needs by providing all kinds of knowledge and information available to all segments of the
community regardless of race, nationality, age, gender, religion, language, disability, economic and
employment status. It may also provide other services to their communities such as, storytelling for children,
after-school programs, language learning, seminars, workshops and other community services. One of the
benefits of this research is to offer proposed solutions and lay the groundwork for developing a model for
playing a strategic role of public libraries in geopolitics of information as a tool to measure the performance
of libraries in this regard and the results can be used in public libraries and other relevant trustees, so, the
main purpose of this study is to analyze the strategic role of the public libraries in the Iran Geopolitics of
Information This is an applied research with a mixed method (qualitative-quantitative) approach.

Methodology: To collect qualitative information, a semi-structured interview has been used. In the quantitative
part, a researcher-made questionnaire Based on the result of the qualitative part, has been used. The
statistical population of the research in the qualitative section includes 13 experts and university professors
who were selected by a purposeful method based on criteria and has been analyzed using qualitative content
analysis method. The findings of quantitative part has been analyzed using factor analysis. The population
of the quantitative part, included the head managers and deputies of the general administrations of the Iran's
public libraries (70 people) and the librarians of the provinces that have main and central public libraries

from five clusters of north, south, east, west and center of Iran, including 10 provinces & 160 librarians. 201
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complete questionnaires were received.

Findings: Findings shows that, libraries have an implicitly role in strengthening cultural identity and increasing
public awareness, especially in terms of strengthening Iranian-Islamic identity, as one of the three main
components of geopolitics, but this role is not designed for a specific mission and It is also not clearly
explained in upstream documents. Also, based on the findings, the centralized resources acquisition by the
Iran Public Libraries Foundation for all public libraries in an integrated manner that there is not any clear

role of users need in the selection process is inconsistent with the Free-Flow of Information approach.

Discussion: Centralized system of providing resources and public libraries materials, i.e. centralized purchase
and distribution of resources by the public libraries of the country to all public libraries in Iran in an
integrated way that users do not have an obvious and effective role in the selection process, is somewhat
inconsistent with the definitions of free flow of information. Preserving and strengthening identity is one of
the basic components in geopolitical issues. Information is considered as the main source of power.
Governments have focused mainly on identity to develop their boundaries of geopolitics of information.
Obviously, in order to prevent cultural interference and the infiltration of foreign identities in order to
change the behavior and culture of a society and make it more consumer-oriented, people should to be well
aware of their national identity and thus power as Soft defense power. Public libraries are one of the most
important general databases, which can strengthen the soft defense infrastructure by disseminating
information about the identity and national values of a community by raising public awareness. Therefore,
national policymakers should consider the role of public libraries as a public discourse space in transmitting
culture and information and a base for strengthening the power of soft defense, training and explaining the
specific role for librarians, developing technological infrastructure of libraries, providing resources based on
local needs and the audience needs, continuous and purposeful monitoring of activities and increasing the
number of service recipients from public libraries. In order to achieve these goals, it is necessary to consider
afew basic points: First, due to the geographical dispersion of public libraries in Iran, it is necessary for more
people to use the services of libraries. To achieve this goal, a comprehensive audience attraction program is
needed. Design and implement public libraries in a purposeful and mission-oriented manner. It's also
necessary for librarians to receive targeted and necessary training to provide appropriate counseling and
guidance services so that theyll can, in addition to general librarianship services, perform their duties as
advisors to guide users in the right direction. The third important point is to pay attention to the information
resource system required by libraries, in which the diversity of ethnic and cultural needs should be
considered in order to gain more power through the saturation of cultural information in the community
memory.
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Table 1. Educational level of general managers and deputy general departments of public libraries
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Director general
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Assistant
Table 2. Degree of librarians
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Table 3. Gender distribution of general managers and deputy general departments of public libraries
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Table 4. Clustering of the country's libraries by region
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Table 5. Research reliability criteria
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Table 6. Cronbach'’s alpha coefficients obtained for the questionnaires used in the research
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Table 7. An example of the initial codes extracted from the interviews
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Table 8. The role of public libraries in strengthening national identity and the free flow of information in the geopolitics of
information according to experts
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Table 9. Policy-making criteria in Iran's public libraries to influence information geopolitics according to experts
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Table 10. The role of librarians in the field of information geopolitics in Iran's public libraries according to experts

Solgin "w Ity o b g é;",.o gl.rs gt
Slasens )3 OIS 51 ol gt Sladst ol e 5 (5 bl L OIS o dis (s x5 9 655 08 i
S5l Siales o3 il 5 ple oy pde b el s BUSI 0t (5510
OLILES” 31015 5 jseT 255 5 ¢S Gl 53 OIS ol Sl slg ple 5L
Il e 55 Sl g e sss LIS S leac 28315 (63,50
Sl asliy (b S Dloandd 5 530 S9 Jols Sl (&2
OIS Lo 5 oMbl &y e SN e Sl 56 55 e e egee sladlulS
LS’}“"J"\”“UHJ"\; G"‘JL’“JG‘%“\J(‘AD)’}C"\; & Lzea 6”"‘5) o st\b LUL:‘)?\
Seslizal 5 ol Sler 5 ele 3 Sss ¥ 4@&,;&@%\J;§&u\jr»6ﬁo\ﬁ s o A IS S Ol gea
38 GBS o) 45 e glasly s dide 4 OE U 4 oyslte Slads 4l

Gl SN ela s 5 25k S 6350 5 OIS
2 S gl gl SOy (S p b s Dy 5,0
4lie

90s AL 13 OleMb! e 935 0395 30 Oyl wlhiili i 1 iRg% poler Jlow
fow! digl> Ol acalo 4 31 Ol pl
,'\35\;_twnw;,ts},“,,buugsgwﬁ,wtaﬁajw;\@_ﬂ.u@boﬂj@uu@pﬁ
SLabulS o5 53 Cls ol 51 bl shieny ol 43 8 15 Ol sael e ol Sl Ol e OLblie LS
baalian SlodaT sy 0 8 YV 5148 S 5 onlio Gaseli 5 (g meor a-lae Gy b 51 Ol oo Sl 51 o gae
el s 5 b Sl
18 R D iy 555 33 O 2 p908 (SBALRLS” OIS O o 4 3093 0wy Sl
odaslas Cw)uo\)\u\{l:f,o\ﬂmw&j}s al i s ok 5l oS de pede] Cday glaasl s L
Sl adiyls 15 gsllae Cundy 53 OIS 5 ele " me Glas e aen 4 by e ale (gla sl S ol oyl
O ke a3 51 cm g oo 38T o st o 3 il 3ol Slas jme b OIS 2 Jule " (gl jo  Stennen Ko
o gl An 25 lls Lol &SCaly 55 05 g 53 Lo 2o o 53 OLILES ¢ on goe Al OIS 5 )]

R odw] VY 3 \Y le.mjjb BE] le.ﬂl.ﬂ‘«

Yo



a2 3 (et GG Sl BB o 101, Sen 5 5,8 5

Ol il i 100, o gee SlatbulsS 5 e Kzl 45 0 o 43 Iyl poslid jli 2 ) s

Table 11. The role of users' needs in the field of information geopolitics in Iran's public libraries according to experts
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Table 12. Estimation of indicators for evaluating the generality of librarians’ role model
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Table 13. Values of confirmatory factor loadings of the variable factors of the role of librarians in the geopolitics of
information from librarians’ point of view
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The amount of reference librarian interviews to identify users' needs
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Table 14. Estimation of the indicators for evaluating the overall impact of the needs analysis model on information
geopolitics
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Table 15. Values of variable factor loadings of needs factors
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