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Abstract

Background and Objectives: In today's world, knowledge is a key factor in the progress of societies.
The level of knowledge depends on the production, consumption, and accessibility of reliable
scientific resources. Research plays a crucial role in advancing industries, agriculture, and
services, making it essential for sustainable development. High-quality research enhances
scientific progress and practical applications. Evaluating scientific output in universities and
research institutions has become increasingly competitive. Despite the growth in scientific
publications, challenges remain in improving research quality. Universities must address these
challenges to fulfill their role in knowledge creation. A strong academic environment and a
positive research culture contribute to societal development. This study examines the
relationship between the academic environment, researchers’ experience, and research quality
at Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman. The purpose of the present study was to investigate
the relationship between academic environment, researchers’ experiences and the quality of
research output at Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman (SBUK), Iran.

Methodology: This research was applied in purpose and conducted using a scientometric approach.
The research population included articles by researchers from SBUK, which were published in
journals indexed in the Scopus citation database. SPSS software (version 21) was used for data
analysis in this study.

Findings: The findings of this study showed that the researchers' experiences have the potential to
significantly predict the quality of research outputs, and an academic environment is not a
suitable variable for predicting the quality of research outputs. In other words, it is the growing
experience of researchers at SBUK that paves the way for the rising quality of their research
outputs. Other findings of this study indicate that there is no relationship between the academic
research environment and the quality of research output at SBUK. The analysis of the
relationship between researchers' experience and their academic environment also showed that
there is no significant relationship between these variables at SBUK.
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Discussion: Based on the results of this study, in order to raise the quality of research activities, less
emphasis should be placed on the quantity of research output. To provide an incentive for scholars
to improve the quality of their research endeavors, academic institutions should stress the
importance of the most highly cited research articles. By providing adequate research facilities
and equipment (up-to-date libraries, well-equipped laboratories and advanced technologies),
universities and institutes of higher education can create the ideal context for optimizing the
productivity of research environments. Accordingly, any development in research experiences and
the subsequent improvement in the quality of research outputs will enhance the country’s progress
and excellence in various scientific fields. In this sense, the ideal goals for the comprehensive
development of the country will be ultimately realized.
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Table 6. The relationship between researchers’ experience and the scientific environment
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