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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Archives, in line with their mission, must collect, organize, and disseminate
all kinds of information; therefore, they are obliged to ensure the protection and preservation of the
valuable resources they possess by observing all security points in the archive and following the
copyright laws and regulations, and also to meet the needs of their users by disseminating these
resources. Copyright laws must establish a balance between the rights of the works owners and the
users of the works so that both users can meet their information needs and the owners of the works are
not harmed, because the main purpose of copyright laws and regulations in archives is to protect the
material and moral rights of the creators of the works and to ensure that society will have access to the
information it needs, rather than restricting access to information by applying such laws (Noori &
Radfar, 2015). Therefore, understanding and familiarity with copyright laws and their related aspects
are essential for managing all kinds of information resources in all documentation centers, and in some
countries, this has also been effective in shaping copyright laws (Radfar, 2019). On the other hand,
copyright laws vary from country to country, and this difference arises from the fact that the general
goals of these laws are derived from the specific needs of each region. Different national objectives have
dictated different options or imposed different restrictions at different times, but regardless of the basis
of these laws, everyone acknowledges that the protection of the intellectual works of individuals is
essential (Gerbadu, 2001; Motlabi & Hosseini, 2015). This research aims to conduct a comparative
study of the laws and regulations of literary and artistic property rights in Iran and the leading countries
in copyright (USA, Australia, England, France) with an approach to archives.

Methodology: The present study is a comparative study with an approach to archives in terms of its
applied purpose and method. Among the different countries, the countries that were pioneers in this
field, such as the United States, Australia, England, and France, which had addressed this important
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legal concept long before Iran, were selected as models. After collecting information, using the
comparative method, the axes to be compared were extracted and compared based on similarities and
differences, strategies, and programs of the laws and legal regulations of authors in the selected
countries in the form of components (limitation of the period prescribed in the field of exclusive rights
of creators of works, works subject to copyright, and type of work protected by copyright, and
accessibility to works). The opinions of experts in the field of archives and copyright were also used to
validate it. The period of the research is also between the years 2024 and 2025.

Findings: According to the findings of the present study and the examination of domestic laws and
regulations and their comparison with the regulations of selected and leading countries, it is indicated
that they should be considered from two angles for analysis. From one angle, some laws related to this
issue that exist in our country have many flaws that need to be examined and amended. From another
angle, we have many shortcomings in the discussion of classifying state secrets and information that
our legislators should pay attention to. In addition to the right to own documents, the use of
documents, such as their reproduction and presentation, has rights, which include material and moral
rights. Comprehensive laws written in the field of copyright or intellectual creations of documents
should have a copyright perspective. Finally, according to the findings of this study, it is suggested that
archives should formulate comprehensive laws on the author's right to access and fair use of the work,
as well as the exceptions and limitations that exist in this field. In general, considering the flaws in these
laws and regulations, comprehensive and new laws must replace the previous laws and regulations.

Discussion: In Iran, the issues surrounding the ownership of documents and the rights of authors have
not been fully addressed, and there are shortcomings in this regard. Therefore, the specific conditions
of archival documents and the multitude of scientific and legal opinions in this regard require that a
part of the comprehensive archive law be dedicated to this issue.
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