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Abstract

Background and Objectives: The purpose of the present study is to examine the relationship between
social capital and reading habits among undergraduate students at Shahid Chamran University of
Ahvaz, in order to provide a comprehensive perspective on issues related to reading habits and the
impact of sociological factors on university students’ reading behavior.

Methodology: This research is a survey study of a descriptive-correlational type. The statistical population
includes undergraduate students at Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz during the academic year
2022-2023, totaling 7,495 individuals. To determine the sample size, the Krejcie and Morgan table was
used, according to which the sample size was set at 384 individuals. A stratified proportional sampling
method was used to select the participants. For data collection, the following instruments were used:
1) Bourdieu’s Social Capital Questionnaire, which is scored on a five-point Likert scale, consisting of
19 items and including three subscales: social participation, social trust, and social cohesion. 2) The
Reading Habit Questionnaire developed by Abdulkarim and Hassan, which includes components such
as types of reading materials, the amount of reading time per day in minutes, sources of reading
materials, reading times, reading locations, and purposes of reading, and is measured using a five-point
Likert scale ranging from never, rarely, sometimes, often, to very often. To determine the reliability of
the questionnaires, Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was used, and the reliability of both questionnaires
was confirmed at 0.85. For data analysis, SPSS version 25 and the Pearson correlation coefficient test
were used. To assess the normality of the data, two well-known statistical tests, Kolmogorov-Smirnov
and Shapiro-Wilk, were employed. The significance level for the data was reported to be above 0.05,
indicating that the data distribution is normal.

Findings: The findings of the study showed the relationship between social capital and each component
of reading habits, according to which: 1) Regarding the types of reading materials, social capital had an
influence on the amount of reading non-academic books, popular magazines, academic journals, social
networks, and newspapers, but had no effect on the use of textbooks and the internet. 2) Regarding the

duration of reading materials, social capital affected the time spent reading academic journals and

Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.
@@ Published by Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz. This article is an open access article licensed
under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)


http://scu.ac.ir/en/%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%AD%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%DB%8C
http://scu.ac.ir/en/%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%AD%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%DB%8C
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22055/slis.2025.46251.1953
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1351-6052

Nildarar et al.:A study on the relationship between social capital ...

social networks, but did not affect the time spent using textbooks, non-academic books, popular
magazines, the internet, or newspapers. 3) Regarding the sources of reading materials, social capital
had an impact on the use of libraries and friends, but had no effect on bookstores, the internet, or
personal libraries. 4) Regarding the place of reading, social capital had an influence on reading in
libraries and at home, but did not affect reading in parks or at the university. 5) And finally, regarding
the time of reading, social capital had no influence on any specific reading time.

Discussion: This study examines the relationship between social capital and the reading habits of
undergraduate students at Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, and as shown, it reveals a significant
and meaningful correlation between them. The strong correlation observed indicates that students
with higher levels of social capital tend to exhibit stronger reading habits. The implications of this
correlation are noteworthy for professors, instructors, and educational institutions. Understanding the
reciprocal influence between social capital and reading habits can provide targeted interventions and
strategies to create a favorable and supportive academic environment. Educational institutions, by
identifying and utilizing social networks, can potentially enhance students’ reading behaviors and,
consequently, their overall academic success. Furthermore, policymakers should consider social capital
as a factor in shaping educational policies. Social capital refers to the collection of resources,
connections, and values that individuals share with others. These connections and resources may have
a significant impact on individuals' reading habits. Social interactions can influence people and
encourage them to read more diverse books and materials. With increased social capital, individuals
may gather a variety of resources including books, articles, and information, and have the opportunity
to share their interests and knowledge with others. In general, recognizing the impact of social
connections on reading can lead to more effective programs aimed at improving reading habits. While
this study highlights this correlation, there remains room for further examination in this area. Future
research can explore the specific mechanisms through which social capital influences reading habits,
leading to more nuanced insights and more tailored interventions. As a result, this study contributes
to understanding the relationship between social capital and the reading habits of undergraduate
students.
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Table 4. The inferential index of the relationship between social capital and reading time

=il &l
Social capital Oilgs Oloy O
(Sig) s 1o o gtaw Qg g (Shwod Reading time
Significant level Pearson correlation
S ok
0.150 0.074 2SO
The time of textbooks
0.180 0.069 2t S O
The time of Non-textbooks
0.064 0.095 P S o)

The time of popular magazine

S5 o e

0.016 0.123 “ o
The time of Specialized magazine

Sl glaasls 0l

0.001 0.201
The time of social networks
&Sl Oleg
0.608 0.026 s
The time of internet
U3, 0l
0.385 -0.044 R

The time of newspaper

5 e Sows 0Ll (gl el 9o Ol e e 30 pletn] wle oS dias e OLiS Laasl

G 6 e ol SV el gl b 631368l ol Sl gm0l ol ] (et 51 oslind
Sasn bl ) s Dbl ol gl el sl Sl el 5 maiS (slge 0015
ulem a5 slax| Sl Lsls Ol &S 5yl Sl geen Sanatgar (2016) 5 Navah et al. (2016)
ejgm cnl 53 Ol @l 6k Ol D 1) 0131 5 ias (Rl B11) J pamaded mlie 4 (g s LI 5 (o

%'fcw;:*fd‘ﬁaﬁgbﬁQuj&dﬁjgw‘@‘uﬂbyﬂsl}ﬁ@bJ}?)(:J&c‘};'l.iﬂ): -\.5&'}.&3



e onle b ol Galo pu adaly andlas (0, 5 5155 S

Sl 5 635 ol g b o i mlie p) oS das o LS Laaslj g5 5 S5 201 et ale a3 28
Sde 5 Olsl & Lles S o lal s opl 4 5 Hamdiah & Yusoff 2021) .45,0s 13 0kl Silsle b luass
copl pogde . elam] Sl b ol tly oo Glajls 4 j2hy s oS Al mlie 1 eslizal Ol
DML O e 65 ks 1 50 15 n el g, Ol Olej Dooke 5 slatl e s Olos pie  Sinet
Jlomss mle jloslizal 4 (6 2t fle3 YU olel o s L 131 87 ol 0315 0Ls5 35 Celik (2020) 23, sl
ST e eslizal zeS Laasly, Al (i wlin 515 0 T (gl gimen 5
Sl b 5k e 5 F pamass sl jleslinal i3 4 L5 o elarl e Sy 5 & S (0 ASTT s ol
SsulS sl & sl (Ol b Lo o elaasl Sl sl gl plaaal ol b S 6SS (Glad > 5 oo

ST SLST Gl b Sl aslizel )3 5550 Ol 30 5 Ol 5 Dlle 35 4 Ll on ¢ bl SaaSs L

SNl dlgo S =0 9 (sloix! wlo g
Pl Gl Ol n Olo & ol ainiie o Jgdor 53 Doty (Sed 03037 Sl okl Sz ol 4y 55 U
lal s Ol (mls @ a5 L opan 3505 3 525 (S)13 e bl Oliwgs 5 SlulS fold il slge gl s L
i Sasle o S D15 gn ot 5335105 g 5 (Sad Sleir| (Sasla b e lolS” 5 Sl g S

sl 0345 HIIE 5T pades GBS 5 ol s poS bl el axils 3T Ol gs 5 albulsS”

g g0 Sl y2m0 9 oz dlo o Al oluiil Sl 0 Jguter
Table 5. The inferential index of the relationship between social capital and channels of reading materials
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Table 6. The inferential index of the relationship between social capital and reading time
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Table 7. The inferential index of the relationship between social capital and reading place
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