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Abstract

Background and Objectives: : Librarians mediate between information resources and users and play a
central role in guiding knowledge access and supporting a culture of reading within society. This role
extends beyond organizational activities and information services; librarians’ individual reading
behaviors and personal tendencies also contribute to the quality of professional services and to their
professional and personal development, and position them as role models for other social groups.
Examining librarians’ reading tendencies and habits can offer insight into their academic standing and
educational needs and inform strategies to strengthen professional knowledge. This study aimed to
identify librarians’ reading tendencies and habits and to examine the role and impact of reading on
their professional knowledge, skills, and job performance.

Methodology: This descriptive survey study assessed librarians’ reading tendencies. The study population
included librarians who were members of professional groups and online networks, which enabled
questionnaire distribution. Eligibility criteria required formal or contractual employment in various
types of libraries. Data were collected using a researcher-designed questionnaire; experts confirmed
face validity, and Cronbach’s alpha assessed reliability. Of 178 respondents, 126 valid questionnaires
were included in the analysis, and the study used convenience sampling.

Findings: The results showed that most librarians preferred print books and considered them more
effective for reading. Regarding subject matter, participants most often favored literature, philosophy,
and psychology. Most librarians also viewed reading as influential in improving job performance and
reported a strong tendency to recommend appealing books to others. However, most respondents did
not allocate a fixed monthly budget for book purchases and instead obtained books through

exhibitions, large bookstores, or online platforms.
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Discussion: The study demonstrated that reading plays a central role in librarians’ personal and
professional development and in improving the quality of library services. Accordingly, professional
organizations should support librarians’ reading habits and information literacy by organizing training
workshops, establishing incentive systems, improving access to up-to-date resources, and forming

structured reading groups.
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Table 3. Librarians’ Preferred Subjects for Reading
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Percentage Frequency, N Subjects
17.17. 60 g;“t‘i’o‘ﬁ) 3 ad.ls
Philosophy and Psychology
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Language
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History and Geography
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Table 4. Methods of Book Selection by Librarians
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Percentage Frequency, N Book Selection Methods
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LS u& Ooloedo

9.0% 27 < =
Book Review Pages
2.7% 8 SIS s
Bookstore Displays
o el B 1 o e ] o
23.7% 71 Sl Sl 0 Dl gl 0ol
Reading Excerpts Online
b oolylasl oSS ¢ L
5.7% 17 oo 02,5 s
Following Specific Publishers

= s gl G

9.7% 29 S LTS P
Bestsellers, Domestic and International
L
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Personal Needs
100.0% 300 (o
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Table 5. Librarians’ Attention to the Originality of Books: Authored vs. Translated
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Valid Percentage Percentage Frequency, N Category
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Originality Matters: Authored or Translated
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23.8% 23.8% 30 T e D2y e b )
Originality Does Not Matter
il el 5Ll Sl a8
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Sometimes Originality Matters
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Table 6. Librarians’ Opinions on the Importance of Book Format

R0 o 30 EWRYS Sl &b
Valid Percentage Percentage Frequency, N Response
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Physical Format Matters
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Table 7. Importance of Selected Book Content Format by Librarians
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Printed Book

321 3.2 4 S AN
E-book
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Audiobook

48 48/ p (& 30— 5 30) Slilo yhim OIS
Multimedia Book: Audio-Visual

7.1, 7.1, 9 At
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Table 8. Book Purchase Venues for Librarians
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Valid Percentage Percentage Frequency, N Category
S 68,5 oo ol
30.16% 30.2% 38 < 27 EWw oDy 2
Large Bookstores
S ol
33.33% 33.3% 4 e
Book Fairs
T Ol gla oK 5
32.54% 32.5% 41 ST S gla o2y 5
Online Bookstores
|
3.17% 32% 4 R
All of the Above
Ny
0/79% 0/8% 1 =&
None
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Table 9. Librarians’ Willingness to Recommend Books to Others

R0 Ao 30 Aoy L1 =
Valid Percentage Percentage Frequency, N Response
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Yes
0.8% 0.8% 1 =
No
6y a8
119% 11.9% 15 RS
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0.8% 0.8% 1 oS e
1 Do Not Recommend
[Eace
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Table 10. Methods of Recommending Books by Librarians
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Valid Percentage Percentage Frequency, N Book Recommendation Method
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Orally
el B ciloue clis L 5

48% 48% 6 Sl (B L (ilomn (sLD )3 (S)ld 5 )50 4
Written: Online or Notice Board
16 32
37.3% 37.3% 47 =
No Preference
0.8% 0.8% 1 S S
1 Do Not Recommend
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Table 11. Librarians’ Preferences for Posting About Books on Social Media
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Table 12. Librarians’ Opinions on the Impact of Reading on Personal Knowledge and Professional Quality
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